First Reader: A READING FROM ISATIAH

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert
shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom
abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of
Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LorD, the majesty of
our God.

Strengthen the weak hands and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not
fear! Here 1s your God. He will come with vengeance, with
terrible recompense. He will come and save you.”

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of
the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and
the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall
break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the
burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground
springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

A highway shall be there, and 1t shall be called the Holy Way;
the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God's
people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion
shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk
there. And the ransomed of the ILORD shall return, and come
to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their
heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and
sighing shall flee away.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
Peogple: Thanks be to God.
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Leader: Our Responsorial Reading, is Canticle 15 - The Magnificat.
We will respond by half-verse.

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior;

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.

From this day all generations will call me blessed:

the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is

his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear him
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of his arm,
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,
and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of his servant Israel,
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,

The promise he made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever.
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Second Reader: A Reading from James

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming
of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious
crop from the earth, being patient with it until
it receives the early and the late rains. You also
must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the
coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not
grumble against one another, so that you may
not be judged. See, the Judge 1s standing at the
doors! As an example of suffering and patience,
beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the
name of the Lord.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:

People of God, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord. Let us pray to the
Lord saying, “Teach us your ways, O God, that we may walk in your paths.”

Wake from sleep, O God, your Church. Let us lay aside the works of darkness
and put on the armor of light. Let us live honorably as salvation draws ever
nearer. Szlence.

Teach us your ways, O God, that we may walk in your paths.

Wake from sleep, O God, this nation. May we beat our swords into
ploughshares, and our spears into pruning hooks. May we learn war no more.
Silence.

Teach us your ways, O God, that we may walk in your paths.

Wake from sleep, O God, your creation. May the mountains rise to meet you
and crops of the fields burst forth in praise. Szence.

Teach us your ways, O God, that we may walk in your paths.

Wake from sleep, O God, this city. May there be peace and prosperity within
our walls. Make clear our paths that we may walk in your light. S7lnce.

Teach us your ways, O God, that we may walk in your paths.

Wake from sleep, O God, those in pain and sadness. Deliver them from their
darkness that they may rejoice in your light. May all those waiting for healing
tind your salvation is near.

The congregation may add their own petitions and thanksgivings, followed by silence.
Teach us your ways, O God, that we may walk in your paths.

Wake all your people from sleep, O God. Prepare your saints for that day
when the Son of Man will return, with the saints at rest, to reign with us
torever and ever. Silence.

Teach us your ways, O God, that we may walk in your paths.

The presider concludes with a collect.
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