
ST. MATTHEW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE I 
February 08, 2026 
 

 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
Opening Acclamation​ BCP 323 
 
Gloria​ BCP 324 
​  
The Collect of the Day​ booklet 
 
The Lessons​ booklet 
 
The Sermon​ The Rev. Dr. Andrew Benko 
 
The Nicene Creed​ BCP 326 
 
The Prayers of the People​ BCP 328 
 
The Confession of Sin​ BCP 331 
 
The Peace​ BCP 332 
 
Announcements and Offertory 
 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer II​ BCP 340 
 
The Distribution of Communion 
 
The Post-Communion Prayer​ BCP 339 
 
The Blessing 
 
The Dismissal 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Celebrant:          The Lord be with you. 
People:              And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant:          Let us pray. 

 
Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins and give us, we beseech thee, the liberty of that abundant life 
which thou hast manifested to us in thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
A READING FROM ISAIAH 58:1-9a 
 

Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their rebellion, to the 
house of Jacob their sins. Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation 
that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous 
judgments, they delight to draw near to God. “Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but 
you do not notice?” Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. Look, you 
fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your 
voice heard on high. Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself ? Is it to bow down the head like a 
bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD? 
 
Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the 
oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the 
homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own 
kin? Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator 
shall go before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the LORD will 
answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 

 
​  

Reader:          The Word of the Lord.​ ​  
​ People:           Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
PSALM 112      Responsively by whole verse​ Beatus vir 

 
1    Hallelujah! 

Happy are they who fear the Lord 
and have great delight in his commandments! 

2    Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 
the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

3    Wealth and riches will be in their house, 
and their righteousness will last for ever. 
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4    Light shines in the darkness for the upright; 
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 

5    It is good for them to be generous in lending 
and to manage their affairs with justice. 

6    For they will never be shaken; 
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 

7    They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; 
their heart is right; 
they put their trust in the Lord. 

8    Their heart is established and will not shrink, 
until they see their desire upon their enemies. 

9    They have given freely to the poor, 
and their righteousness stands fast for ever; 
they will hold up their head with honor. 

10   The wicked will see it and be angry; 
they will gnash their teeth and pine away; 
the desires of the wicked will perish. 

 
 
A READING FROM CORINTHIANS 2:1-12​
 

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty words 
or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I came to 
you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible 
words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might rest not on 
human wisdom but on the power of God. 
 
Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, 
who are doomed to perish. But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages 
for our glory. None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of glory. But, as it is written, 
 
“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,​
nor the human heart conceived, 
what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
 
These things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of 
God. For what human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one 
comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. Now we have received not the spirit of the world, 
but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. 
 
Reader:          The Word of the Lord.​
People:           Thanks be to God. 
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THE GOSPEL 

          ❧ Please stand for the reading of the Gospel.​ Matthew 5:13-20 

Clergy:          The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew.​
People:          Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no 
longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 
 
“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under 
the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light 
shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. For 
truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law 
until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches 
others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them 
will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

 
 
Clergy:          The Gospel of the Lord.​
People:           Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
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OUR CLERGY, STAFF & VESTRY​
​

Rector: The Rev. Katie Leuba 
 

Associate Priest: The Rev. Dr. Andrew Benko​
Assisting Deacon: The Rev. Bill Holder​

Assisting Priest: The Rev. Jerry Chapman​
Assisting Priest: The Rev. Seth Deleery​

Director of Music: Dr. Jeff Vanderlee​
Organist: Yung Sil Chun​
8am Pianist: Lucy Zhu 

Children & Families Musician: Mary Smith​
Assistant to the Rector: Lena Carson 

Finance Manager: Pat Brajnikoff​
Office Manager: Susan Kerr​

Parish Administrator: Lisa Kay Pfannenstiel​
Communications Assistant: April Beaty​

Sextons: Carly & Gabriel​
Chef: Robert Mayberry​

Head of Day School: Page Race​
Wardens: Doug Webster & Pat Naeve​

Vestry of the Month: Allison Talarcek & Jim Fryer 

 
Contact information can be found on our website, www.stmattsaustin.org, or by calling the church office. 

 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS - See the Weekly Word for more details on these, and other parish events! 

-​ The 2026 Bible Challenge continues! see https://stmattsaustin.org/st-matts-2026-bible-challenge/ 
-​ February 15th, Women’s Story Circle - Kay Whitney; after the 10:30 service 
-​ February 16th, Third Monday Book Group, 5pm; Room B14 
-​ February 17th, Shrove Tuesday, Pancake Supper, 6:00pm; Huffman Hall 
-​ February 18th, Ash Wednesday; Services at 7:00am, 9:00am (Day School) 12:00pm and 7:00pm with Parish Choir 
-​ February 26th, Lenten Series Recital I, Marc Witmer, piano & Tom Jeannett, alto saxophone 12:00pm; Sanctuary 

 

 
Considering becoming an Episcopalian? Or curious to learn more about the Episcopal Church? 

Contact Fr. Andrew Benko if you would like to know more, at: (318) 415-8131, or abenko@stmattsaustin.org 
 
 
OFFICE HOURS 

Church office hours are M - F, 9:00am - 4:00pm. Appointments to meet with clergy and staff are recommended. 
Contact office@stmattsaustin.org or (512) 345-8314 to set an appointment with clergy, and for staff, contact the staff 
member directly. Your clergy typically take Friday as their sabbath. During office hours, the receptionist can assist you in 
an emergency: (512) 345-8314. For after-hours pastoral emergencies, call or text the Rev. Katie Leuba directly: (440) 
985-8982. 

 
REGULAR WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday:                    8:00am, Traditional Holy Eucharist (Rite I), Sanctuary 
                                 10:30am, Holy Eucharist with Music (Rite II), Sanctuary 
Wednesday:             12:00pm, A Service of Public Healing with Holy Communion, Sanctuary 
Every Evening:       6:00pm, Evening Prayer, Zoom (https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88579583087) 
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