First Reader: The portion of Scripture appointed for the Epistle is
written in the 7th chapter of Romans, beginning at the 15th verse.

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do
what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do
what I do not want, I agree that the law 1s good. But in
fact it 1s no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within
me. For I know that nothing good dwells within me,
that 1s, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot
do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do
not want 1s what I do. Now if I do what I do not want,

it 1s no longer I that do 1t, but sin that dwells within me.

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is
good, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of
God in my inmost self, but I see in my members
another law at war with the law of my mind, making
me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members.
Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this

body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ
our Lord!

Reader: Here endeth the Epistle.
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Second Reader: Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church
Militant.

Almighty and everliving God, who by thy holy Apostle hast taught
us to make prayers, and supplications, and to give thanks for all
men; We humbly beseech thee most mercifully to accept our alms
and oblations and to receive these our prayers, which we offer
unto thy Divine Majesty; beseeching thee to inspire continually the
Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord: And
grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in
the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity, and godly love.

We beseech thee also, so to direct and dispose the hearts of all
Christtan Rulers, that they may truly and impartially administer
justice, to the punishment of wickedness and vice, and to the
maintenance of thy true religion, and virtue. Give grace, O
heavenly Father, to all Bishops and other Ministers, that they may,
both by their life and doctrine set forth thy true and lively  Word,
and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments. And to all thy
people give thy heavenly grace; and especially to this congregation
here present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may
hear, and recetve thy holy Word; truly serving thee in holiness and
righteousness all the days of their life.

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to
comfort and succour all those who, in this transitory life, are in
trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. And we also
bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy
faith and fear; beseeching thee to  give us grace so to follow
their good examples, that with them we may be partakers of thy
heavenly kingdom. Grant this, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake,
our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen.
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