
ST. MATTHEW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE I​
SEPTEMBER 27, 2026 – 8:00am 

 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Opening Acclamation​ BCP 323 
 
Gloria​ BCP 324 
​  
The Collect of the Day​ booklet 
 
The Lessons​ booklet 
 
The Sermon​ The Rev. Dr. Andrew Benko 
 
The Nicene Creed​ BCP 326 
 
The Prayers of the People: Form I​ BCP 383 
 
The Confession of Sin​ BCP 331 
 
The Peace​ BCP 332 
 
Announcements and Offertory 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 

 
​
The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer II​ BCP 340 
 
The Distribution of Communion 
 
The Post-Communion Prayer​ BCP 339 
 
The Blessing 
 
The Dismissal 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
​
Celebrant:          The Lord be with you. 
People:              And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant:          Let us pray. 

 
O God, who declarest thy almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Mercifully grant unto us such a 
measure of thy grace, that we, running to obtain thy promises, may be made partakers of thy heavenly treasure; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

A READING FROM EXODUS 17:1-7 
 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the LORD 
commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The people quarreled 
with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you 
test the LORD?” But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, 
“Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to 
the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The LORD said to Moses, “Go 
on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you 
struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water 
will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the 
place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us 
or not?”​
​
Reader:          The Word of the Lord.​ ​ ​
People:           Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
PSALM 78:1-4;12-16     ❧ Responsively by whole verse​ Attendite, popule 

 

1    Hear my teaching, O my people; 
incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

2    I will open my mouth in a parable; 
I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 

3    That which we have heard and known, 
and what our forefathers have told us, 
we will not hide from their children. 

4    We will recount to generations to come 
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the LORD, 
and the wonderful works he has done. 

12    He worked marvels in the sight of their forefathers, 
in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 
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13    He split open the sea and let them pass through; 
he made the waters stand up like walls. 

14    He led them with a cloud by day, 
and all the night through with a glow of fire. 

15    He split the hard rocks in the wilderness 
and gave them drink as from the great deep. 

16    He brought streams out of the cliff, 
and the waters gushed out like rivers. 

 
 
SECOND LESSON/EPISTLE: PHILIPPIANS 2:1-13 

 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 
compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better 
than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.​
 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God 
as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death– 
even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name 
that is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

​
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more 
now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in 
you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

​
Reader:          The Word of the Lord.​
People:           Thanks be to God. 
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THE GOSPEL                       ❧ Please stand for the reading of the Gospel.​ MATTHEW 21:23-32 

Clergy:          The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew.​
People:          Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, 
and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I 
will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these 
things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one 
another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of 
human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not 
know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
​
“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard 
today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and said 
the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, 
“The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the 
kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, 
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds 
and believe him.” 

​
Clergy:          The Gospel of the Lord.​
People:           Praise be to Thee, O Christ.  
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OUR CLERGY, STAFF & VESTRY 
 

Rector: The Rev. Katie Leuba​
Associate Priest: The Rev. Dr. Andrew Benko​

Assisting Deacon: The Rev. Bill Holder​
Assisting Priest: The Rev. Jerry Chapman​
Assisting Priest: The Rev. Seth Deleery​

Seminarian: Elia Zonio 
Seminarian: Luke Waters 

Director of Music: Dr. Jeff Vanderlee​
Organist: Yung Sil Chun​
8am Pianist: Lucy Zhu 

Children & Families Musician: Mary Smith 

Assistant to the Rector: Lena Carson 
Director of Family Ministries: Rachel Thomas​

Finance Manager: Pat Brajnikoff​
Office Manager: Susan Kerr​

Parish Administrator: Lisa Kay Pfannenstiel​
Communications Assistant: Amanda Gentry​

Sextons: Carly & Gabriel​
Chef: Robert Mayberry​

Head of Day School: Page Race​
Wardens: Doug Webster & Pat Naeve​

Vestry of the Month: Alison Talarcek &  Mary Matus 
Contact information can be found on our website, www.stmattsaustin.org, or by calling the church office. 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS - See the Weekly Word for more details on these, and other parish events! ​ WEEKLY WORD 

-​ The 2026 Bible Challenge continues! see https://stmattsaustin.org/st-matts-2026-bible-challenge/ 
-​ Topical Sunday School Class Continues, 9:15am-10:15am - The Psalms, Dean Busboom - B18/19 
-​ Oct. 4th - 5pm, Blessing of the Animals - Memorial Garden 
-​ Oct. 10th - 9am-12pm - Campus Workday 

 
Interested in becoming an Episcopalian, or curious to learn more about the Episcopal Church? 

-​ Contact Fr. Andrew Benko if you would like to know more, at: (318) 415-8131, or abenko@stmattsaustin.org 
 
 
MAKE A ONE-TIME GIFT                      
 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday, 9:00am - 4:00pm – Appointments to meet with clergy and staff are recommended. Please contact 
office@stmattsaustin.org or (512) 345-8314 to set an appointment with clergy, and for staff, one may contact the staff 
member directly. Your clergy typically take Friday as their sabbath. During office hours, the receptionist can assist you in 
an emergency: (512) 345-8314. For after-hours pastoral emergencies, call or text the Rev. Katie Leuba directly: (440) 
985-8982. 

 
REGULAR WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday:                    8:00am, Traditional Holy Eucharist (Rite I), Sanctuary 
                                 10:30am, Holy Eucharist with Music (Rite II), Sanctuary 
Wednesday:             12:00pm, A Service of Public Healing with Holy Communion, Sanctuary 
Every Evening:       6:00pm, Evening Prayer, Zoom (https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88579583087) 
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