
First Reader: A READING FROM THE BOOK OF JOSHUA 
 

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, 
the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves 
before God. And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the LORD, the God 
of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and 
Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. Then I took your 
father Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all the land of 
Canaan and made his offspring many. 

“Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; 
put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, 
and serve the LORD. Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this 
day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region 
beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but 
as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” 

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD 
to serve other gods; for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our 
ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did 
those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, 
and among all the peoples through whom we passed; and the LORD drove out 
before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we 
also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.” 

But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the LORD, for he is a holy 
God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. 
If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you 
harm, and consume you, after having done you good.” And the people said to 
Joshua, “No, we will serve the LORD!” Then Joshua said to the people, “You 
are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the LORD, to serve him.” 
And they said, “We are witnesses.” He said, “Then put away the foreign gods 
that are among you, and incline your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel.” 
The people said to Joshua, “The LORD our God we will serve, and him we will 
obey.” So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made statutes 
and ordinances for them at Shechem. 

 
Reader:          The Word of the Lord.​ ​  

​ People:           Thanks be to God. 
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Leader: Responding by half verse: 
 

1   Hear my teaching, O my people;  
incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

2   I will open my mouth in a parable;  
I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 

3   That which we have heard and known, 
and what our forefathers have told us,  
we will not hide from their children. 

4   We will recount to generations to come, 
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord,  
and the wonderful works he has done. 

5   He gave his decrees to Jacob 
and established a law for Israel,  
which he commanded them to teach their children; 

6   That the generations to come might know, 
and the children yet unborn;  
that they in their turn might tell it to their children; 

7   So that they might put their trust in God,  
and not forget the deeds of God, 
but keep his commandments. 
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Second Reader: A READING FROM THE BOOK OF 1 THESSALONIANS 

 

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and 
sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not 
grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through 
Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For 
this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we 
who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, 
will by no means precede those who have died. For the 
Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel's 
call and with the sound of God's trumpet, will descend 
from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we 
who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds 
together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we 
will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one 
another with these words.​
​

Reader:          The Word of the Lord.​
People:           Thanks be to God. 
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PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATE (2 PAGES) 
 

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the​
Lord, saying “Lord, have mercy.” 
​
For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, and for the 
salvation of our souls,​
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
​
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of 
God, and for the unity of all peoples,​
let us pray to the Lord.​
Lord, have mercy. 
​
For our Bishops Andrew, Jeff, Hector, Kathryn, and Brian, and for all 
the clergy and people,​
let us pray to the Lord.​
Lord, have mercy. 
​
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in 
authority, let us pray to the Lord.​
Lord, have mercy. 
​
For Austin, for every city and community, and for those who live in 
them, let us pray to the Lord.​
Lord, have mercy. 
​
For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the 
earth, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
​
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and 
will to conserve it, let us pray to the Lord.​
Lord, have mercy. 
​

​ For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air [or through outer 
space], let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
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For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the 
sick and the suffering, let us pray to the Lord.​
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, 
for prisoners and captives, and for all who remember and care for 
them, let us pray to the Lord.​
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the 
departed, let us pray to the Lord.​
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and 
degradation, let us pray to the Lord.​
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the absolution and remission of our sins and offenses, let us pray 
to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and 
without reproach, let us pray to the Lord.​
Lord, have mercy. 

 
Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O Lord, by 
thy grace. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
In the communion of St. Matthew, St. Simon, St. Jude, and of all the 
saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to 
Christ our God.​
To thee, O Lord our God. 
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